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The first thing Presbyterians do in worship is praise God.  Sunday mornings, 

weddings, funerals ð always, first we praise God for the gift of life and for  

watching over us.  So I want to praise God for the gift of Westminster, and 

the wonderful gifts given to us this past year.  Next I want to thank the con-

gregation for its faithfulness in moving Christõs church forward in this past 

year. 

To the Session, in the midst of all their work, we need to thank them for tak-

ing the time to thoughtfully ask, òWhat comes next?ó  Through a series of 

fruitful discussions, we will see some new directions and some re-energized 

priorities in 2017. 

Generous members of the church have begun to increase the Westminster 

Foundation.  With over $600,000 in additional gifts and pledges, the Founda-

tion stands at over $3,000,000. In turn, the Foundation supported the church 

with over $80,000. which enhances our ministries in a multitude of ways. 

In addition, when the furnace broke in the administration building, the Foundation paid the bulk of that cost ð 

$160,000.   We did not have an emergency financial campaign because the church had prepared in advance 

through the Westminster Foundation.   We are grateful for people who have given to the Foundation by putting it 

in their estate plans.  We hope other people will put the Westminster Foundation in their will and estate plans to 

take care of future generations, as those who came before us have taken care of us. 

It is wonderful to see all the love generated by Member Care and by the Deacons. Westminster has so many 

friends who may not be able to get out to church often.  But Member Care and the Deacons do their best to 

make sure our love is passed on and shared. 

The New Member Ministry helps to reach out to people who are looking for a new church home.  They helped to 

welcome in 44 new members into our church family in 2016.  We are blessed to have all these new friends! 

Jesus said, òI was hungry, and you gave me food, ...thirsty, and yet gave me drink...ó (Matt. 25).  We are blessed to 

have the love and resources to share with those in need, and grateful to the Mission and Outreach Committee for 

leading us in this effort. 

This report just touches a few highlights of all that has been accomplished in the past year.  For every act of 

faith, hope and love, we are grateful.   Together, we are the church, sharing in the good news of Jesus Christ.  

Together, we say, ñThanks be to God.ò 

In great gratitude, 

Rev. Dr. Andrew L. McDonald 

Senior Pastor 
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 The Adult Education Ministry of Westminster Presbyterian      

Church seeks to foster the spiritual growth of our members.      

This goal is accomplished through three venues.  The first 

venue is the Westminster Bible Class, which is directed by    

Rev. Ellen Davis.  This class meets on Sunday mornings to  

discuss the Bible, using The Present Word as its curriculum.  

The second venue is comprised of the Adult Education        

lecture series.  These classes are held on Sunday mornings    

and cover a wide range of topics.  The 2016 programming    

began with a  series on character matters with guest speakers 

Donde Plowman, Hank Bounds, Shawn Eichorst, Tom     

Osborne, Kim Russel, and Christie Hinrichs.  Other  topics for the year included same-sex marriage,            

Nouwenõs The Return of the Prodigal Son, water issues, tough theological questions, the Inquisition, the faith of     

our presidents and presidential candidates, the early church, emotions and the Bible, human trafficking, and im-

ages of Christmas.  The 2017 programming will begin with òThe Influencersó, a series focusing on those who are 

shaping our community.  Featured speakers include      Sen. Kathy Campbell, Dr. Steve Joel, Pastor Tom        

Barber, and Pat Leach. 

The third venue consists of classes held on Wednesday evenings in conjunction with WOW.  Highlights of      

the 2016 WOW programming were classes led by Dr. McDonald on Biblical ethics and same-sex marriage and    

a   Bible study on the Gospel of John.  Other classes included a book study of Borg and Crossanõs The Last Week, 

documentaries on water issues and evidence for the Exodus, and a series on storytelling.  The 2017 WOW     

programming will begin with classes on Gallupõs Strengthfinders. 

In closing, the Adult Education Ministry would like to express sincere gratitude to the  ministers, staff, and   

members who have shared their time and talents with us this past year.  It has been a joy to work with you.               

We look forward to 2017 and are 

grateful  for the guidance of         

Dr. Jimmy  Shelbourn. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sandi Larson, moderator  
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