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EARLY EASTER
When
Easter?

is

The
date
changes
every year. An
ancient formula
determines
when we celebrate Easter. I have
seen that formula, and while I am
not sure I ever understood it, I
know I don’t remember it. What I
do know is this: Easter is a
surprise.
In fact, Easter is life’s really big
surprise. In a world with the
shadow of death hanging over it, at
the most unexpected time, the light
of Jesus shines through. A host of
the faithful have said in marvelous
ways:
“Out of darkness, light.”
“In our end
beginning.”

is

On the road, at the cemetery, at
the end, in the dark - surprise!
The resurrection of Jesus is life’s
greatest surprise. We celebrate
Easter to help us be ready for
that “anywhere, anytime”
appearance of the Lord, who
comes to bring us life, light, and
joy.
It has so many meanings that the
words barely begin to express
what God gives to us in Jesus’
resurrection: hope, grace,
forgiveness, communion,

“The Lord is risen!”
“Did not our hearts burn
within us while he talked to
us on the road?”

Easter comes early on the
calendar this year. But, more
importantly, remember that
Easter can come any time and
anywhere to us. The Lord is
risen … and on the move!
Happy Easter!
Sincerely,
Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald
Senior Pastor

Holy Week schedule
March 24:

Palm Sunday

March 28:

Maundy Thursday. In commemoration of Jesus’ Last
Supper, we celebrate with communion in Fellowship
Hall at 7 p.m.

March 29:

Good Friday. Seven Last Words of Christ. Chapel
worship at noon; 7 p.m. worship in the Sanctuary.

March 31:

Easter Sunday. Chapel worship at 7 a.m.; guest musician
Dean Haist, trumpet. Worship at 9 and 11 a.m. in the
Sanctuary; music from Nebraska Brass, Westminster
Brass, Westminster Choir, and Westminster Carillon.
Deacon’s Breakfast served 8-11 a.m.

our

“Why do you look for the
living among the dead?”

healing, light - and, most of all,
life. Life that is full. Life that
never ends.

HOW DOES WESTMINSTER PRESCHOOL COMPARE?
Please take a look at our
comparison chart below!



All children have use of the art
studio, including professional art
lessons for pre-kindergarten
children.



We are NAEYC accredited,
and the only Christian-based
preschool program in Lincoln
to achieve this high standard!
In fact, both UNL and SCC
Child Development have yet to
reach this accomplishment.

I think you’ll find it extremely
informative.
Westminster Preschool is proud
to offer children the best
preschool experience in Lincoln.
For example:


We provide a computer lab
with 10 individual computers
and a wide variety of
educational, developmentally
appropriate software for
children to use.



Our pre-K program is unique to
Lincoln, and provides children
who might have been able to
attend kindergarten under the
old LPS standards another
opportunity for education.



Many Christian-based
programs offer some type of
Christian education, but we
provide weekly Chapel Chat
sessions, held right in
Westminster’s Chapel.



Our ratio for teacher to
student interaction is
unbeatable! Most programs
offer a 1:12 ratio; we offer a
ratio of 1:8.



Having use of the gym and
theater only complements
our already well-rounded
quality preschool program.
- Suzanne Schneider,
Westminster Preschool director
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LENT, HOLY WEEK, & EASTER AT WESTMINSTER

Join us for worship!

Easter Eggstravaganza

Lenten Devotions: Wednesdays; 6:20 p.m.; Chapel
Join us in the Chapel from 6:20 to 6:35 p.m. on Wednesdays for
Lenten Devotions with Rev. Ellen Davis. This year’s theme is “We
Love Because He First Loved Us.” Worship will focus on:
“Love For the Family of God” (March 6)
“Love For Others” (March 20)
Please note the following schedule changes on weeks with Lenten Devotions:
WOW dinner will be held 5:30-6:15 p.m.; Westminster Carillon, WOW XL, “Setting
Our Faces Toward Jerusalem,” and children’s choirs will meet 6:40-7:30 p.m.; and
Westminster Choir will meet 7:40-9 p.m.

Please join us on Saturday, March
30 from 10 to 11:30 a.m. for a fun,
free Easter event! Children age 3
through grade 5 will enjoy games,
crafts, an egg hunt, and a peanut-free
room. Invite a friend!
Hop to it and adopt
an egg for the event,
too! Grab a bag or
two of empty eggs by
the east entrance, fill
with your choice of
candy or trinkets, and return to the
church by March 23.

EASTER BREAKFAST IS ON!

IT’S TIME TO SMILE!

Mark your calendars and plan to join
us for Easter Breakfast on Sunday,
March 31 from 8 to 11 a.m. in
Fellowship Hall. Westminster
Deacons will prepare and serve fruit,
egg casserole, and delicious Miller &
Paine cinnamon rolls. A free will
offering is encouraged, with proceeds
to benefit the church.

There’s a new church family directory in the works!
Lifetouch will be at Westminster in April
to snap new photos for the directory.
Pictures will be taken in Fellowship Hall.

Extra cinnamon rolls can be
purchased for $8 per dozen or $15
for two dozen. Call the church office
at 402.475.6702 to reserve yours, or
stop by the Deacon table in the
Garden Room on Sundays in March!
This is the Board of Deacons’ one
fundraiser for the entire year, so
please come hungry and support the
efforts of the many hands that
prepare and serve this meal!

Register now for your appointment!
Visit westminsterlincoln.org,
or call Rev. Ellen Davis (402.304.0557) to set up a time.
Photography appointment dates and times:
► Wednesday– Friday, April 10-12; 2:30-9 p.m.
► Saturday, April 13 and 20; 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
► Monday– Friday, April 15-19; 2:30-9 p.m.
► Tuesday, April 23; 2:30-8 p.m.
Make your appointment in March and receive:
a complimentary 8x10” portrait; a free copy of the church
family directory; and a coupon for $10 off any photo purchase.
Plus! Bring a non-perishable food item for the Westminster Food
Pantry on the day of your portrait sitting and receive an
additional $5 off your photo order!
You’re part of our church family! It won’t be the same without YOU!
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LETTERS, QUESTIONS, & MORE: MARCH ADULT ED
Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m.

Sundays at 9 a.m.
The Screwtape Letters

Crossroads

Join us for an intriguing fourweek Sunday seminar series
focused on C.S. Lewis’ classic The
Screwtape Letters, a collection of
satirical epistles about spiritual
warfare from a demon’s point of
view. Join us in Fellowship Hall
A at 9 a.m. beginning March 3.

Young adults are invited to join the
Crossroads Class in the Library to
discuss current and newsworthy
events, as well as how these events
impact our lives as Christians.
Current topics include Marianne
Williamson’s The Law of Divine
Compensation.

Mondays at 11 a.m.
Westminster Bible Class

Matthew on Mondays

Join us in the Parlor for a study
session from The Present Word.

Join us on Mondays in the Lounge
as Rev. Bob Snell continues an indepth faith-enhancing study of the
Gospel according to Matthew. New
members are always welcome!

March 3

“Daniel’s Vision of
Change,” Daniel 7:914; Rev. Ellen Davis

March 10 “Daniel’s Prayer,”
Daniel 9:4b-14; led by
Rev. Ellen Davis
March 17 “Gabriel’s
Interpretation,” Daniel
8:19-26; led by Rev.
Lynn Davis
March 24 “The Lord’s Supper,”
Luke 22:14-30; led by
Bill North
March 31

Easter; no class

WOW book study: “Setting
Our Faces Toward Jerusalem”
Spend your Wednesday evenings
in March on a new Lenten book
study! Rev. Robert Jeambey
leads discussion of Brian
McLaren’s A New Kind of
Christianity. The book covers a
series of questions McLaren
be lie ve s toda y ’s t hi nk i ng
Christians should ask about core
doctrinal beliefs. Meet in the
Lounge at 6:30 p.m. on WOW
Wednesdays through the end of
the month (6:40 p.m. on weeks
with Lenten Devotions; no class
March 13).
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PALM SUNDAY: JESUS ENTERS JERUSALEM
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
— Matthew 21:9
Faith Village
(9 and 10:45 a.m.)

Kindergarten of Eden
(10:45 a.m.)

Faith Village in March will center
around the story of Jesus entering
Jerusalem as the gathered crowd
greets him with shouts of praise.
Children will learn from the
Gospel stories that Jesus is indeed
“King of the Jews,” but also that
he is a different kind of king than
the people of Israel expected or
wanted. God does not always
work in ways we expect or want.
God’s values are different from
our own. What God intends for
our lives isn’t always what we
want for ourselves. As children
learn this story in their workshop
and then participate in worship
on Palm Sunday, they will be
more fully engaged in the worship
life of the congregation and what
it means to us as Christians.

Children will continue to explore
the stories of God’s amazing love
for us through songs, crafts, stories,
and play. An offering for the
Westminster Food Pantry is
collected each week; children are
encouraged to bring nonperishable
items to help feed the hungry.

Faith Villagers begin each
morning with songs and a chance
to thank God for our blessings
with an offering. Parents are
encouraged to help their children
make this a regular part of their
Sunday morning routine. After
large group time, children are
divided into age groups and head
off to workshops, which all
center around a common theme.

Palm Sunday Processional
and One Great
Hour of Sharing
All children age 3 through grade 8
(and their parents!) are invited to
participate in the Palm Sunday
processional on March 24; please
assemble in Cole Hall by 10:15
a.m. “Fish” banks will be collected
in baskets and carried to worship.
We will process down the center
aisle at the beginning of worship
and sit on the floor in the front
until the Children’s Conversation.
Children are then encouraged to
attend Sunday school or may be
seated with their families.

Remember!
There is no Sunday school on
Easter Sunday, March 31. Please
enjoy the Deacons’ Breakfast and
worship with your family.

Family
Sacrament
Class: A Faith
Building Block
for 4th graders
and parents
Why do we drip instead of dip?
Why baptize babies? What if I’m
not baptized?
Why do we serve communion? Is
it really Christ’s body and blood?
What does it mean for us?
Join us for a special interactive
class for families on Wednesday,
March 27, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.
in Faith Village. Families will
discuss the sacraments of baptism
and communion, as well as their
place in the church. Communion
will be served at the 7 p.m.
Maundy Thursday service on
March 28. RSVP to
Betsy@westminsterlincoln.org.
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SPOTLIGHT ON ...
SMALL GROUPS MINISTRY

COOK AND CARRY:
HELPFUL AND READY!
When life takes a turn toward the
tough, there’s a helping hand
available: Member Care Ministry’s
Cook and Carry program.
“Cook and Carry was established to
support our church family in a
loving, caring way,” says Dorrie
Gage, Cook & Carry co-chair.
“When a member is having a difficult
time, perhaps due to illness, surgery,
or a death or birth in the family, a
meal is offered to help them out.”

Since
2012,

September

Small Groups Ministry
has sponsored History Buffs, a
gathering of people with an
interest in history. This group
meets once a month at 9 a.m. on
Saturdays at the church, and
attendance has ranged from 16 to
27 history aficionados. These
meetings have been attended by
church members and nonmembers alike, as the group is
open to anyone with the
common interest of history.
Previous History Buffs meetings
have focused on such topics as:
the journals of Lewis and Clark;
the history of the federal prison
system; the 1876 Battle of Little
Bighorn; a private tour of the
Nebraska State Capitol Building;
and, most recently, the history of
the Tuskegee Airmen.
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On March 9, History Buffs is
pleased to host Professor Ken
Winkle from UNL for a
discussion on former President
Abraham Lincoln and the
Thirteenth Amendment. History
Buffs will continue to hold
monthly meetings through May,
break for the summer, and
resume again in September. We
hope to see you at one of our
fine gatherings, and we hope
you’ll invite a historically-minded
friend or two to join you, too!

Above:

Capt. Matt Quy
presents a history of the
Tuskegee Airmen to History
Buffs on Saturday, Feb. 16.

Sixteen volunteers plus co-chair Faye
Moulton currently serve on Cook
and Carry. Each volunteer buys and
prepares food when needed, which is
then delivered to members.
“It’s not always possible to show our
appreciation to someone who has
done something kind for us, but
serving on Cook and Carry is a way
to pass on a kind deed to someone
else,” says Gage, who has served on
Cook and Carry for three years. “It’s
personally very rewarding to
participate in this ministry.”
Gage notes that being part of Cook
and Carry does not require a hefty
time commitment; volunteers are
usually only asked two or three times
a year to deliver a meal.
Westminster members can call the
church office at 402.475.6702 when
they or someone they know could
use Cook and Carry’s caring touch.

2013 EASTER LILY
ORDER FORM

WELCOME,
NEW MEMBERS!
Three new members joined the Westminster
church family in February!

Brenda
and Chris
Chebuhar
and family

Share the joy of Easter! Order a lily in
memory or honor of a loved one to be
displayed in the chancel on Easter morning, or donate
money to one of the Westminster Endowment Funds.
Specify all information on the form below and return to:
Westminster Presbyterian Church, 2110 Sheridan Blvd.,
Lincoln NE 68502, attn: Marge.
Cost of each lily is $15. Endowments may be any amount.
Checks should be made payable to Westminster, memo
“lily.” Orders must be received by March 25 to be
included in the order of worship.
I/We would like to purchase ___________lily(ies)
I/We would like to make a gift of $_________ for one of
the following Westminster Endowment Funds:
(Please check one)

Photos
by
Allen
Wachter

_____Mission Endowment
_____Facilities Endowment
_____Education Endowment
_____Special Ministries Endowment
_____Music and Worship Endowment

Dawn
Swanson

_____General Purpose Endowment
_____The Great Commission Endowment
_____Preschool Scholarship Endowment
_____Stained Glass Window Endowment
Given by _____________________________________.
___ In loving memory
OR (check one)
___ in honor of ________________________________.
___ I will take my lily home following the 11 a.m. service.
___ The Deacons may deliver my lily to the elderly and
homebound.
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Westminster’s

Everywhere
Fun Fair
Vacation Bible School
Monday-Friday June17-21
9 a.m. - noon
Everywhere Fun Fair takes children (preschool through 5th grade) to a global celebration with the
look and feel of a world’s fair. Children will make friends with neighbors around the world and
discover that God’s love can be found everywhere, including in their own
neighborhoods! Children will also be introduced to special places from all over the world and
discover that we are all neighbors. The week’s adventures include interactive fun and great music,
super science, cool crafts, global games, and more!
Paid registration before May 15 is $25 per child, $50 maximum per family; after May 15, the cost is
$30 per child, $60 maximum per family. (Registration costs are nonrefundable.) Extended care
(7:30-9 a.m. and noon-5 p.m.) is available for an additional $50 for the week and must be reserved
in advance.
Contact Betsy Guyer at betsy@westminsterlincoln.org
information, or register online today at westminsterlincoln.org.

or

402.475.6702

for

Register now to join the Everywhere Fun Fair excitement!
Child’s Name _________________________

Grade (in fall)

Age

Parent’s Name

Address (with ZIP code) _____________________
__________________________________________

Preferred Phone

Parent Email

Allergies/Special Needs (list on reverse if more space needed)
Emergency Contact: Name ______________________
Relationship _________________

Preferred Phone _____________________
Office Use Only

Please return form with payment to:
8
Westminster
Presbyterian Church;
2110 Sheridan Blvd.; Lincoln, NE 68502.

paid _______ check # _____
date _______ initials ______

more

NEWS NOTES AND UPCOMING EVENTS
WESTMINSTER MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Tuesdays; 6:45 a.m. in the Parlor
Mar. 5

Bible study, led by Rev. McDonald

Mar. 12

“Research, Recruitment, and the
Big 10: An Overview of What’s
New at UNL,” presented by Meg
Lauerman, Ph.D, director of
communications

Mar. 19

Bible study, led by Rev. Ellen Davis

Mar. 26

“Special Olympics Programs and
Opportunities in Nebraska,”
presented by Liz Bailey, volunteer
manager and Carolyn Chamberlin,
CEO, Special Olympics of
Nebraska

PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN
Circle 1

Weds., Mar. 6; 9:30 a.m.; Lounge
Ginny Welty; 402.464.7642

Circle 3

Weds., Mar. 6; 10 a.m.
6611 East Shore Dr.
Barbara Schliesser; 402.489.6219

Circle 4

Mon., Mar. 4; 7 p.m.
2905 S. 41st St.
Carolyn Harp; 402.261.6897

Circle 5

Tues., Mar. 12; 10 a.m.; Lounge
Jane Grabenstein-Chandler;
402.483.6533

Circle 6

Tues., Mar. 26; 7 p.m.; Library
Jane Hines; 402.488.8302

Mission Sewing will next meet on Wednesday,
Mar. 27 in the Lounge. Contact Jane GrabensteinChandler at 402.483.6533 for more information.

DON’T MISS DINNER!
“SHARED VALUES IN ABRAHAMIC TRADITIONS”
THURSDAY, MARCH 7
Time is running out to reserve tickets for the 2013
interfaith dinner! This unique event is held in
collaboration between Niagara Foundation,
Westminster Presbyterian Church, Union College,
and the South Street Temple, among others. Plan to
join us at College View Church, 4801 Prescott Ave,
at 6 p.m. on Thursday, March 7.
This year’s dinner will include a featured
presentation from The Interfaith Amigos, a
national touring group dedicated to promoting more
effective interfaith dialogue with a unique blend of
wisdom and humor. Rabbi Ted Falcon and Imam
Jamal Rahman will be joined by Pastor Stephen
Griffith on March 7.
Advance tickets to the dinner are required; cost is
$15 per person. Organizers have also added a free
lecture at 7:30 p.m.; this lecture is open to the public,
but registration is required for adequate seating.
RSVP online to either event by March 4 at
www.niagarafoundation.org/nebraska/
abrahamic-tradition-gathering-2013.

FOUNDATION BIRTHDAY CLUB
The following members celebrated birthdays during
February and renewed or became members of the
Foundation Birthday Club:
Stan Campbell
Kristen Cline
Reg Kuhn
Martha McLeod
Gary Moulton
George Peterson
Caroline Schainost
Alice Schnabel (100th)
Nancy Tyrrell
Jean Wiedman

Geoff Cline
MaryBeth Johnson
Rex Martin
Bob Morey
Matt Olson
Joe Rivera
Regi Schirmer
Lee Sonderegger
Robyn Uebele
Marge Young
9

FOURTH MISSION TRIP TO JOPLIN, MO.
Save the dates! April 14-20
Need a break from your boring, everyday job? How
does a week in sunny Joplin, Mo., sound? The
azaleas will be just starting to bloom, and the
southern spring weather will provide a nice break
from the northern cold.
Join Mission Outreach’s Disaster Recovery Team
for the fourth mission trip to Joplin on April 14-20.
You can make a difference for families left homeless
by the May 2011 tornado! We’ll build, paint, finish,
and clean to help get a family’s home back in order.
Contact Ken Govaerts (402.483.1726 or
kkgovaerts@gmail.com) or the church office
(402.475.6702) to sign up.

MUSIC NOTES

Shiver me timbers! Westminster’s Drama Camp
has a ship ready to sail for “Walk the Plank Week,”
and the crew roster is nearly filled! Available spaces
for late registration are very limited, so don’t wait turn in your registration with payment ($150 per
child) NOW! Call the church office at 402.475.6702
or register online at westminsterlincoln.org.
Tickets to the performances on March 16 go on sale
March 3; visit the Garden Room table to purchase
yours for $3 each!

WOW (Westminster on Wednesdays)
“Put more Spirit in your week!”
WOW Dinner
5:30-6:15 p.m. in Cole Hall
$3/children; $4/adults; $14 max per family

♪ Remember the following schedule
changes for choirs during weeks
with Lenten Devotions (March 6
and 20): Westminster Carillon, Alleluia! Amen!,
WOW XL, and Cherub Choir meet 6:40-7:30 p.m.;
and Westminster Choir meets 7:40-9 p.m.

March 6:

pork loin with mashed potatoes
and green beans

March 13:

Spring Break! No WOW

March 20:

corned beef and cabbage
with boiled potatoes

♪ Children’s choirs, WOW XL, and Youth Bells will
NOT meet on March 13. Enjoy spring break!

March 27:

hamburger surprise

♪ Westminster Choir and Westminster Carillon
WILL meet on March 13.
♪ Regular choir schedules will resume April 3.
Westminster Club’s March meeting will be held on
Tuesday, March 26 at 5:30 p.m. in Cole Hall.
Bruce Sheffield will present “My Uncle Glenn
Cunningham.” Mark your calendars and plan to
join us for dinner, fellowship, and entertainment!
All In The Family:
► Bereavements: Comfort for the family and friends
of Ken Longman, who died Feb. 10.

10

All meals are served with salad, fruit, and dessert.
Munch in March with the Lunch Bunch! This
intergenerational small group fellowship travels to
selected eateries on the first Tuesday of every
month. The selected locale for March 5 is Perkins
Restaurant at 48th and O streets; meet at 11:30 a.m.
Rides are available; call the church office before
Monday, March 4 to request transportation.
Remember the Westminster Food Pantry!
Thanks to everyone who supported the Annual
Food Drive last month. But remember, hunger
doesn’t take a vacation and the pantry’s food needs
continue every week of the year. We appreciate your
donations, as do those families who rely on this
assistance!
- Hank and Nora Hinrichs

Church Growth Leadership Summit
Now is the time for your church to grow!
Join us for a two-day summit to discover practical strategies to grow your
church! How do congregations grow? There is no “one size fits all”
answer. A diverse group of successful leaders will share a variety of
strategies. Come, listen to these leaders, listen to other engaged churches,

Featured speakers include:

April 8-9, 2013
Hosted at
Westminster Church
2110 Sheridan Blvd.
Lincoln, NE

Mark DeVries
Founder, Youth Ministry Architects

Charles Arn
President, American Society of Church Growth

“Reaching the Next Generation”
- Answering the key questions to
connect with a new audience.

“Reaching Out to the Unchurched in Your
Community” - Practical ways to connect
your community with your church.

Joel Sartore
Photographer, National Geographic

Candace Hill
Coordinator of education ministries, PCUSA

“Saving the World - One Species at a Time”
- Award-winning, internationally soughtafter expert and speaker.

“Setting a Feast for New Disciples”
- Tools for using the Bible to grow your
church and grow disciples.

Wayne Alloway
Senior pastor, St. Mark’s Methodist
“Vital Lessons from a Large Church”
- Strategies that led a medium-sized
church to grow to 2000 worshipers
each week.

Join us for five additional speakers and worship led by
Westminster’s senior pastor, Dr. Andrew McDonald, ASCAP
award-winning musician Boyd Bacon, and AGO Diplomat
organist Dr. Masako Bacon.
For more information, visit the Church Growth Summit link
at friendlypresbyterianchurches.org.

Yes! I want to register for the Church Growth Leadership Summit!
Name: ______________________________

Email: ______________________________

Address: ____________________________

Preferred phone #: ____________________

(with ZIP) ___________________________

Church & denomination: ________________

Payment enclosed: _____________________
($55 if paid before March 8; $75 if paid after)
Please make checks payable to Homestead Presbytery,
memo “Growth Summit.”

Return this slip with payment to:
Homestead Presbytery,
1135 Eastridge Dr., Lincoln, NE 68510.

Office Use
Only
paid ________
check # _____
date ________
11
initials _______

2110 Sheridan Blvd.
Lincoln, NE 68502
402.475.6702
westminsterlincoln.org

NEW AT WESTMINSTER! SUNDAY RADIO MINISTRY
For years, we have wanted to expand our message in the Lincoln area on Sunday mornings. When
we became aware of an opening on Sundays at 10 a.m. on KFOR (1240 AM), we jumped at the
opportunity.
“Worship at Westminster” is our new half-hour radio show, which features that morning’s
sermon, scripture, and music. We are delighted at the response we have received, both from
members of the congregation and people in the Lincoln community.
As one long-time member put it,

“Even though I can’t get out, I now feel like I can be part of my church
home again on Sunday mornings.”
And as someone in the community stated,

“Westminster offers an intelligent message of faith that is unique on the
radio. I’ll be listening.”
While this opportunity came up after we had set this year’s budget, we will fund it this year from
three sources:


The Great Commission Endowment in the Westminster Foundation;



The Knox Endowment in the Westminster Foundation;



Special gifts from members of the congregation. The cost to sponsor a week is $150;
contact Cheryl Rennick (402.475.6702) if you are interested!

Please let people in the church and community know about this new radio offering, and thank you
for helping to spread the good news!

Tune in to KFOR (1240 AM) at 10 a.m. on Sundays for “Worship at Westminster.”
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