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“WHO DO YOUu SAY?”

“Who do you say that I am?”” That was Jesus’ question to his disciples. We are people raised
in faith, and sometimes we are too quick and easy to slip into formulas that answer his question. We
answer in terms of standard doctrine so we can by-pass the challenge and get on with our lives. So we
say, “Jesus is Lord.” And then “What’s for lunch?”

Yet Jesus’ haunting question, “Who do you say that I am?” still challenges us. It is fascinating to
see how different historic generations answer the question. In Reformation times, they said Jesus was
the Light in the Darkness. His Light became the catalyst, breaking apart old schemes, and coalescing a
new vision around which their lives could form.

In times of a growing hunger for knowledge and truth, they saw Jesus as Wisdom, “the true light
that enlightens the world .” In times of endless war, Jesus is proclaimed as Prince of Peace, and leads
the faithful into shaping society in the ways of peace. In the 20™ Century, Jesus was the liberator. First
liberation from tyranny, and then liberation from racism and sexism.

When Christians answer Jesus’ question well, the world changes. When we take his question
seriously, Jesus leads us. His living Spirit speaks to us and empowers us to dream new dreams and live
new lives. He leads us and gives us his energizing Spirit.

We are at the edge of a new time. Jesus’ question keeps haunting us. “Who do you say that |
am?” Our beliefs need to intersect with the exploding sense of new knowledge in the physical sciences —
from nano-technology to Hubble’s view of the cosmos. And we need, as Dirk Ficca put it, to find
among the world religions harmony rather than unity, convergence over consensus, and trust even where
we do not have agreement.

We need a new sense of the Light of the World, the Cosmic Christ, the Prince of Peace, and the
Life of the World, to guide us. Prayer, study, service, dialogue, loving community, worship — when we
look and listen for Jesus’ presence, we will see who he is. And feel the power of his Spirit. In this month
of recognizing Confirmands and Graduates, listen to what they have to say — the Spirit may
be speaking through them.

Yours in Christ,

Andrew McDonald
Pastor




ADULT EDUCATION

Sunday Seminars, 9:00 a.m.—Fellowship Hall A

GLEE ON A SUNDAY MORNING--Really?

YES! If you’re a “Glee” watcher (or simply curious
about the fuss) join us May 1 to see what it’s all about.
This popular high school drama/musical is quite the
television phenomenon and takes on contemporary
issues without much hesitation. One recurring theme

in the series is that of being an “outsider.” Our one-day
intergenerational Sunday seminar on “Glee” will offer
a lively look at some past episodes and how the out-
sider” theme has biblical echoes. All ages are welcome!
Don’t miss this session on May 1. (You can catch an
episode or two on Fox, Tuesday nights at 7 pm or on
Fox television’s website). Tom Pappas will facilitate.

FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING,
REDUX—Last Fall, a hearty group of faithful souls
joined in the timeless theological quest that seeks to
order both authentically as well as intelligibly our words
about God, which they did by gathering together on
Sunday mornings to read and discuss William Placher’s
eminently readable, A History of Christian Theology.
We began but did not finish. So by popular request

we are going to pick up where we left off starting

May 8—1July 10). Participation the first time around

1s not a prerequisite for participation the second time
around; all are welcome. Bob Snell leads our discussion
and additional books will be available at our first
session.

ENGLISHING THE BIBLE —2011 marks the 400th
anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible.
Oxford University Professor of Historical Theology,
Alister McGrath is among those who hail it and the
works of Shakespeare as “the two greatest influences
on the shaping of the English language,” inspiring poets,
dramatists, artists and politicians. The King James
“Authorized Version,” however, represents only one
milestone in the story of “Englishing the Bible,” the
focus of our adult education seminar in August.

Plan on joining us in August as Ernie Hines takes us
through the fascinating history as well as the cultural
and theological movements that led to the King James
Bible.

CROSSROADS
Sundays, 9:00 a.m. - Library

All young adults are invited to join the
Crossroads Class on Sunday morning.
Our time together is spent offering mutual
acceptance, support for one another’s goals
and encouragement for life’s challenges.
While each of us faces unique crossroads’
(new parents, changing jobs going back to
school, buying a first home, planning a
wedding and many more), Crossroads
reminds us that we are not alone on this
journey through life. We are here for one
another, no matter what the situation, and
invite you to join us. We guarantee a full
pot of coffee, lots of laughs, new friends
and a place to call home.

BE: THE BIBLE EXPERIENCE
Sundays, 9:00 a.m. - Lounge

Journey through the New Testament with
the Bible Experience class on Sunday
mornings as we seek to deepen our
understanding of the life, death, and
resurrection of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
All are welcome!

WESTMINSTER BIBLE CLASS
Sundays, 9:00 a.m.—Parlor

Lesson leaders and themes for May are:
May 1: Bill North— “The Christ Hymn”
May 8: Bill North— “Heavenly Worship”

May 15: Rev. Ellen Davis—“Thankful
Worship”

May 22: Rev. Ellen Davis— “All Things
New”

May 29: Steve Solomon— “Tree of Life”




JOURNEYING TOGETHER
Westminster’s New Member Class

Westminster is a church that is spiritually
alive, broadly inclusive and growing in
mission. If you are interested in becoming
a member of Westminster and would like to
attend a new member class, please mark the
ritual of friendship pad during worship,
speak to one of the pastors or call Marge at
475-6702.

We have scheduled a new member class for
11:30 am on May 1* with a luncheon. The
class will also meet at 9:00 a.m. on May 8"
and 15™,

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY - May 22
CHOIR FEST! May 22

10:30 am worship service

Celebrate Confirmation Sunday with Children’s
Choirs, Youth Ensemble, Westminster Brass,
Westminster Carillon and Westminster Choir.

We give thanks to God for all these wonderful
musical gifts as we welcome the new confirmation
class.

Anestdy
mam\msm on We

FAITH AT THE MOVIES —

Join with friends on Wednesday nights in May
as Bob Snell leads us in discussion of four
movies that raise interesting questions about
the nature of faith and hope. We’ll start May 4
with a focus on “The Spitfire Grill,” and move
in subsequent weeks through discussions of
“Dogma,” “The Legend of Bagger Vance” and
“Places in the Heart” (in that order). We won’t
have time to show the films (obviously) on
Wednesday nights—so you might want to plan
some movie nights over the course of the next
month or so. Consider inviting some friends over
to view the movie and/or inviting them to join
you at WOW, immediately following the meal
on Wednesdays

Join us for WOW Dinner at
WESTMINSTER

ON WEDNESDAYS
5:45—6:30 pm

In Cole Hall
$3/ages 3-12 yrs; $4 Adults; $14 max/family

Then stay for Adult Ed, Choirs,
Knitting and Fellowship!

UP-DATE ON THE CAPITAL CAMPAIGN: THANK YoU!

We have double good news on the Capital Campaign. First of all, our initial 1.5 million dollar debt is
now down to under $175,000. And because so many people have paid their pledge early, we will save
$5,000 in interest this year. This is wonderful news. Thanks to everyone who has been able to pay
early on this pledge. We will keep you informed about further good news!




MULTI-GENERATIONAL FAMILIES OF WESTMINSTER

Why does the lady next to you in the pew look similar to the lady three pews up?
Hum, could they be related? Westminster is blessed with many related families

' that worship together. In our congregation, we have Moms, Dads, Brothers, Sis-
ters, adult Sons and Daughters and then all their kids. Member Care Ministries
would like to know who the multigenerational families are in our congregation.
If you are part of such a family, please let us know by giving us your lineage.

Send information to the church office or e-mail to Susie Hughes at skh@eskay.com. Don’t delay, as
the information is needed by May 9" in time to share with everyone on Heritage Sunday.

Parents

Adult Daughter and family

Adult Son and family

Adult Grand Daughter and family

Adult Grand Son and family

Other Relatives also Westminster Members

Completed by

Phone number for contact

The Messenger is a monthly publication of
Westminster Presbyterian Church
2110 Sheridan Blvd. * Lincoln, NE 68502
Phone: 402-475-6702 « Fax: 402-475-3148

Pastor: Reverend Dr. Andrew L. McDonald ...........ccccoovvvieiviiiiiiiiiiiieene x 110
Interim Associate Pastor: Reverend Robert Snell...................coceeeen .. X 116
Parish Associate: Reverend Ellen Davis.........cccccoovviiviviiiieieeieieeeeeeeeenen x 117
Business Administrator: Cheryl Rennick ...........ccocoeoiviiiniiiinnie, x 105
Director of Fine Arts: Boyd Bacon ..........cccceeuveeievieiienieniecieieeeeeeeee x 111

Assoc. Director of Music and Fine Arts: Dr. Masako Nakamura Bacon ... x 111

Preschool Director: Suzanne SChneider ........c..cooovveveeveeivveieeieeeeceeeeieenn x 103
Interim Children’s Ministries Director: Nicole Effle ........................... x 107
Administrative Secretary: Marge TomlinSon...........eeovverereereereeriereeinennns x 102
Receptionist/Secretary: Jean KutSCher..........ccceveeciirieninieniieieneeiesieiene x 101
Custodians/Maintenance: ............... Richard Gruenemeyer, Tracy Hugelman,

Mehmedalija Plicanic

SECOND CENTURY MESSENGER (USPS 680-440) PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 2110 SHERIDAN BLVD., LINCOLN, NE 68502
PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID AT LINCOLN NEBRASKA. $2 SUBSCRIPTION PRICE,POSTMASTER SEND ADDRESS CHANGES TO WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH 2110 SHERIDAN BLVD LINCOLN NE 68502

4



mailto:skh@eskay.com

' FAITH VILLAGE

= e |
= f@? (9:00 and 10:45 am)
~ &% Kindergarten-5th Grade

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

We need your help! Volunteer to teach in Faith
Village! Each teacher will teach once and all
grades will be combined during the summer
months! Call the church office or contact Nicole
at nicole@westminsterlincoln.org to sign up!
There are 10 different lessons, each having a
unique means of teaching children about God’s
Love!

May 29 is the LAST week of regular Sunday School! June through August the children will utilize
Veggie Tales curriculum to learn about kindness, humility, honesty and many other things! Sunday
School will ONLY be held at 10:45 am throughout the summer.

Do you Love crafts? Science? Helping Children? Then we need your help! Vacation

email nicole@westminsterlincoln.org.

Mark Your Calendar!

Shake It Up Cafe!

Vacation Bible School
June 20-24, 2011
Ages 3 yrs—5th Grade

9:00 am—Noon

Bible School is scheduled for June 20-24! Join us for The Shake It Up Café! More than 100
children are expected from Westminster, the Preschool and the community! Help us to make
this a memorable, fun experience by sharing your gifts! We need help decorating, working
behind the scenes and leading the children the week of the event! Call the church office or

B
S

+ We will explore God’s Word through stations like “Today’s Special” and “Secret Ingredient”!
+ Awesome activities! Faith Fruit Bites, Shake It Up Butter, Thirsty Scurry and MORE!!
+ We need lots of volunteers before, during and after! Let us know where we can use your talents!

$25 per child

$50 max per family

Scholarships available, contact nicole@westminsterlincoln.org.

After care available with Westminster Preschool, contact Suzanne at Suzanne@westminsterlincoln.org

VBS 2011 Registration—Please return form to the reception desk or give to Nicole.

Name

Agel/Grade (Fall 11)

Parent/Guardian

Address

Phone email

Allergies/special
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PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

A

All women, YOUNG, OLD & NEW
MEMBERS are invited to join a circle!
PW Circles will meet in May as listed below.
Call the hostess for the circle you prefer.

Circle 1 Wed. May 4, 9:30 am. Lounge
Contact: Marge Young 402-327-8190
or Jane Fredrickson 402-792-2949

Circle 3 Wed. May 4, 9:30 a.m.
Contact: Laurie-Ann Scott 402-488-1915

Circle 4 Mon. May 2, 7 p.m.
Contact: Judy White 402-423-4757

Circle S Tues. May 10, 10:00 a.m. Lounge
Contact: Pat Beams 402-423-2956

Circle 6 Tues. May 10, 7 p.m. Church Library
Contact: Ashley Lammers 402-477-0706

Next Coordinating Team Meeting: June 14th

Contact: Jane Grabenstein-Chandler
402-483-6533
or Martha McLeod 402-792-2774

Mission Sewers will meet June 22nd
1 p.m. Church Lounge

(They will not meet in May)

WESTMINSTER MEN’S
FELLOWSHIP BREAKFASTS

Each Tuesday morning in the Parlor a superb
group of Westminster men get together for food,
fellowship, and learning. A Continental Breakfast
(only $2 and FREE for First Timers) is available
soon after 6:30 a.m., the program is at 7:00, and
dismissal is by 8:00. Program content is divided
roughly between Bible Study and items of general
interest. Here is the schedule for this May:

May 3: Rev. Dr. Andrew McDonald -
Bible Study

May 10: Katie McLeese Stephenson, Cedars
Chief Operating Officer - “Challenges
Facing Lincoln Public Schools Students”

May 17: Rev. Ellen Davis - Bible Study

May 24: Randy Gordon, Program Manager,
Arbor Day Foundation - “Arbor Day”
and “A Sustainable Urban Forestry
Program”

May 31: Rev. Dr. Robert McCallister -
“Paradise”

All Westminster men are cordially invited to come
be a part of this GREAT way to start a Tuesday.



MAY LIFETIME ACTIVITIES

LUNCH BUNCH, Thursday, May 10th, 12:30 pm

The Lunch Bunch will meet on Thursday, May 12th
at 12:30 pm for their fellowship luncheon at Ruby
Tuesday’s (56th and Highway 2). Lunch Bunch is
open to both men and women. The organization
carpools to different restaurants and offers shut-ins
transportation from their homes. Those needing rides
should contact the church office, 475-6702, by
Wednesday, May 11th. A car usually leaves the
church at noon.

PRIME TIME—May 13th , 6:30 pm
Hors d’oeuvres Potluck / Hunting Party

Westminster “middle adults,” don’t miss this
adventure, Friday, May 13th, 6:30 pm, at Winsome
Manor (home of Tom and Laurel Pappas). No hunting
equipment necessary—all essential gear will be
furnished.

Bring finger food for an hors d’oeuvres dinner
buffet that we can visit throughout the hunt. Safari
attire is welcome, but not required.

RSVP to Tom and Laurel at 402-484-8467 for further
instructions and directions to Winsome Manor.

PRAIRIE READERS, May 18th, 1:00 pm—Parlor

City of Veils, a novel by Zoe Farraris, is the May book
for the Prairie Readers when they meet in the church
parlor on thel8th at 1 p.m. Farraris’s first book.
Finding Nouf, was a finalist for the 2010 One Book,
One Lincoln program last fall, and won the Los
Angeles Times Book Prize for First Fiction. City

of Veils is the author’s second book and again is based
on her experiences when Ferraris lived in Saudi Ara-
bia with her then husband’s extended family of Saudi-
Palestinian Bedouins. The book notes that women

in Saudi Arabia are expected to live quiet lives
circumscribed by Islamic law and tradition. Kathryn
Govaerts will lead the discussion.

WESTMINSTER CLUB-May 24th,
5:30 pm—Cole Hall

Westminster Club will meet May 24th in
Cole Hall at 5:30 pm for fellowship and
punch, a catered dinner at 6 pm, followed
by the program to be presented by Robbie
Trent, Director of Fellowship of Christian
Athletes. We hope you will keep this date
free and please. Watch "The Vine" for more
information.

WESTMINSTER’S ANNUAL
CLASSIC CAR SHOW

Westminster will have our annual Classic
Car Show on Sunday June 19th (Father's
Day) before and after the 10-30 Service.

The show is open to all classic forms of
mechanical transportation, 4, 3 or 2
wheeled, cars, trucks, motor cycles and
bicycles, ancient and modern. Any
member of the congregation is welcome
to participate. For more information call
Michael Gregg 402-423-3236.
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westminster
preschool

www.wpslincoln.org

With spring upon us, we are welcoming all of the
changes happening around us. We have beautiful
flowers budding and blooming all around our
playground and in our classrooms, many of our
children are preparing for the big change of going
to kindergarten. And with the warmer weather we
have been able to spend more time outside.

This year we have 50 children
graduating from our program.

We are celebrating their growth
by hosting a graduation ceremony
on Sunday May 22 at 2:00 here at
Westminster.

We will begin our summer session on May 31. There
are still openings so if your family or someone you
know is still looking for a summer preschool, please
give me a call.

I am very excited to have had the opportunity to
assist Southeast Community College in their
evaluation of their Early Childhood Education
Program.

On April 26, I was one of a panel of 5 professionals
in the field of Early Childhood to spend the day
discussing early childhood education and the courses
offered at SCC. We took a look at the duties and
tasks teachers need to perform in the classroom.
This process assists SCC in their curriculum
development for students.

Westminster Preschool is one of the leading sites for
practicum students in classroom experience as well
as administration working towards a degree in Child
Development or Early Childhood Education.

ALL IN THE FAMILY

Baptisms: Dylan Michael, son of Gretchen

and Shawn Redhage; Audrey Elsa, daughter
of Katie and Ray Taddeucci; Shawn Everly,
daughter of Shari and Matt Wood.

Bereavements: Comfort for the family and
friends of Sydna Woodruff, who died on
March 31, and Barbara Cobb, who died on

April 8.

FOUNDATION
BIRTHDAY CLUB

The following members celebrated
birthdays during April and renewed or
became members of the Foundation

Birthday Club:

Betty Beam
Martha Brown
Carol Campbell
Mike Campbell
Beth Carveth
Dan Cuda

Ellen Davis
Nancy Davis
Richard Emery
Sandy Gallentine
Don Hamann
Dorothy Kingery
Glen Knosp

Earlene Knox
Pat Marvin

Scott Lippstreu
Jim Nissen

Jon Peterson
Mike Rasmussen
Peggy Rasmussen
Cheryl Rennick
Trish Ross

Ted Schirmer
Scott Stuckey
Chick Thorne
Chan Tyrrell




CREATIVE ARTS CAMP 2011

July 18 - 22 9:00 am - Noon
Kindergarten - Grade 5 (in Fall)

“Happy Trails!”

Explore creativity in deeper levels with the theme
of the pioneer story which is set to mirror the story of Moses.

5 days of SERIOUS FUN with
Arts, Crafts, Drama, Music & Movements.

All classes led by a specialist of each area from
the community. Children will explore their
creativity all week long with a pioneer theme!

Pick up a brochure for the details.
$35 per Child/ $80 max for a family (before July 1)
$40 per Child/ $85 max for a family (after July 1)
Partial Scholarship Available.

Contact: Masako Nakamura Bacon,
md@westminsterlincoln.org or 475-6702x111

*Extended care after CAC is available through Westminster Preschool for $10/day.

Your child (up to 12 yrs.) can stay at Westminster before and after CAC (7:30 am—5:30 pm).
Special activities will be available. Children will need to bring a lunch. Reservations are
required prior to the week of the camp. Please make a check available to Westminster
Preschool (memo: CAC extended care).

Please cut and return this portion with payment to:

Westminster Presbyterian Church, CAC,
2110 Sheridan Blvd., Lincoln, NE 68502

CREATIVE ARTS CAMP 2011

Child’s Name: Grade (in fall):

Parent’s Name: (if other, relationship to child

Email:

Address: (zip )

Special Needs/Allergies:




Mark Your Calendar!

PRESBYTERIANS
IN THE PARK

Sunday, June 26

10:30 am service

at Antelope Park

Potluck Lunch

following the service
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ANNUAL IF YOU OR A
FAMILY MEMBER

BOOK SALE

ARE TO BE

The grass is green, the flowers HOSPITALIZED

are blooming, the birds are

singing -- Spring must be here as soon as possible if you

at la}st! That means 1t;s also or a family member are to
Spring cleamng time! When be hospitalized so that the
you're cleaning out those closets

and shelves and under the bed,
remember the Westminster
library and the annual Book
Sale coming up in August.
Books, DVD's, videos, cassettes
-- bring 'em all in!

Please notify the church

pastors are made aware
of your need.

Hospitals do not contact
us when members are
hospitalized because

of privacy laws.

THANKS! DID YOU

KNOW?

We want to thank all of you who Each week we record
contributed to Westminster’s attendance for both

food drive. The monetary gifts the 8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
and food items are needed so services from the

badly and are appreciated. Last Fellowship sign-in pads
year we received approximately used in worship. Have
1710 food items. This year we you been signing in?
received approximately 1498. Please do us a huge

_ favor and sign the
Please continue to remember Friendship Pad at

Westminster’s Food Pantry
throughout the year. The
donation box is always at the
top of the east stairway. Your
continued support is very much
appreciated. The need just keeps
increasing.

worship each day.
You will help us know
who is not in worship
so we can better care
for our members.

Thanks again.
Hank and Nora Hinrichs
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SAVE THE DATE!
HERITAGE SUNDAY
MAY 15

Hostamania

\, Bagpipers will lead both 8:00 am
v and 10:30 am worship services.
May 8th

Don’t miss the awesome plant sale that
Westminsterites have learned to call
Hostamania. Hosta, of course, mania,
you bet. But there are many other garden
goodies as well. You can be a shopper
or a contributor — or both. Give some
thought to what you might be able to dig

up in the next week to donate. Pots are Fun games and Scottish food

needed as well. The sale is May 8. will follow the 10:30 am service.
Call Tom Pappas 402 202 4454 if you

have questions or could use some help
digging.

Join the Parade! Walk around the
church with bagpipers and friends.
Please gather outside the east
entrance at 10:15 am. A Scottish
flag will be provided to wave!

WATCH FOR UPCOMING ROAD CONSTRUCTION

SHERIDAN BLVD. will be under construction starting Monday, May 9.
The city is replacing the curbs, grinding off the surface and resurfacing
Sheridan from South Street to Calvert Street.
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